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Say hello to our new Youth 
Chief, Miracle Johnson!
Miracle Johnson was elected as Youth Chief for Membertou’s 

Youth Chief and Council this fall. Her vision for the community’s 

future is to bring back Mi’kmaq tradition and to preserve our 

cultural heritage.

Her message for our youth is to inspire one other to chase their 

goals and dreams. “No matter what issues come up or if you 

come to doubt yourself,” she said, “keep to it and good things 

will happen.”

“My dreams for my community are endless. I would love for our 

youth to develop strong relationships with our elders, for our 

community to be fluent in Mi’kmaq and to know our old ways 

such as knowing how to weave baskets.” Miracle also makes 

drums and is knowledgeable about traditional medicines.

“Our culture is so healing and I know that reclaiming our roots 

would benefit our community so much and in so many ways,” 

she said. 

Congratulations, Miracle! We believe you will accomplish great 

things with the newly elected youth council for Membertou.

Youth Chief Miracle Johnson

Membertou Governance 
Committee Meeting 
Dates 2022
Governance Coordinator: Cheryl Knockwood 

November 24, 2022

December 15, 2022
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Our new Youth Chief & Council 2022-2023

From left to right: Dante Googoo, Maddox Paul, Addison Marshall, Anastasia Kabatay, Chief 

Miracle Johnson, Arieanna Christmas, Lilly Joe, Hallie O’Reilly and Donald J. Marshall.  Missing 

from the Photo are: Jace Knockwood, Manny LaPorte, and Akeelah Nicholas.

Congratulations 
to Membertou’s 
Youth Chief & 
Council 2022-23
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Dante Googoo, 17
“I want to inspire and motivate our 
youth to try different things and to come 
out of their comfort zones.”

Maddox Paul, 14
“My dream is that we can have a culture 
day so the kids can learn more and make 
hand drums.”

Addison Marshall, 14
“My dreams are to help the community 
to grow and to be the best it possibly 
can be. I would love to be a part of its 
growth.”

Anastasia Kabatay, 16
“I dream that one day we can decolonize 
our community and bring back all the 
culture, language, and traditions.”

Arieanna Christmas, 17
“I hope to achieve better leadership 
skills, become a person the youth can 
talk to and to help the younger genera-
tion learn more about our culture.”

Lily Joe, 15
“My aspirations are to be a bigger part 
of my community and to contribute 
more to my community.”

Hallie O’Reilly, 14
“My aspirations are to volunteer in my 
community and to learn more about 
my community and our culture. I can 
also fundraise with my chocolates from 
Sweet Friends Chocolates.”

Donald J. Marshall, 14
“My dream is to see more focus on the 
youth because they are the future of the 
Mi’kmaq people.”

Jace Knockwood, 14
“I want our youth to grow up in a fun 
and safe environment. I want to help out 
with whatever I can and to be looked up 
to in our community.”

Manny LaPorte, 14
“My aspirations are to be a positive role 
model for our youth.”


